Genetic counseling program
alumna now reaches more
When Courtney Rowell was a prenatal and pediatric genetic counselor, she helped clients one by one
to navigate through the emotional journey of information gathering and decision making.

Now she’s taken her genetic health communication skills on the road,
meeting with OB/GYN physicians around the country to make them
aware of genetic testing available for breast and other types of cancer.
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“I think genetic testing will move us toward
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Because many genetic conditions involve cancer,
debilitating illness, or birth defects, genetic counselors
work with patients at a critical moment in their lives—
the place where medical ethics, diagnostic screening,
and sometimes dire diagnoses intersect. The situation
calls for an astute grasp of a genetic diagnosis and
an ability to offer empathic, effective counseling.
“That’s part of the challenge and the inspiration
of this profession: You’re working in real life with
the things that happen to us as human beings,”
Edwards said.
The Genetic Counseling Program exposes students
to pre-natal, pediatric, and adult cases. Students are
instilled with a deep awareness of disability through
community outreach activities such as providing
respite care to families with children who have
chronic disabilities.
Weekly conferences help students learn from
faculty and each other the psycho-social nuances of
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